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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Regional 
Mathematics  and  Science  Education 
Consortiums  Program 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
ACnON:  Notice  of  proposed  priority  for 
fiscal  year  1992. 

SUMMARY:  The  Eisenhower  Regional 
Mathematics  and  Science  Education 
Consortiums  Program  supports  the 
establishment  and  operation  of  regional 
consortiums  to  disseminate  exemplary 
mathematics  and  science  education 
materials  and  to  provide  technical 
assistance  for  the  implementation  of 
teaching  methods  and  assessment  tools 
for  use  by  elementary  and  secondary 
school  students,  teachers,  and 
administrators.  The  Secretary  proposes 
a  priority  for  fiscal  year  1992  to 
establish  and  operate  regional 
mathematics  and  science  education 
consortiums  that  support  systemic 
school  improvement  activities. 

The  Secretary  takes  this  action  to 
focus  Federal  Vandal  assistance  on 
activities  to  help  students  meet  emerging 
national  standards  in  mathematics  and 
science,  by  implementing  State  and  local 
curriculum  frameworks  and  assessment 
processes  based  on  these  standards,  and 
by  assuring  that  teachers  are  prepared 
to  deliver  instruction  that  will  enable 
students  to  attain  the  desired  standards 
of  achievement 

ADDRESSES:  All  comments  concerning 
this  proposed  priority  should  be 
addressed  to  Paul  Gagnon,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  555  New 
Jersey  Avenue,  NW.,  room  522, 
Washington,  DG  20208-5524. 

R>R  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Allen  Schmieder  or  Becky  WUt  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  555  New 
Jersey  Avenue,  NW.,  room  522, 
Washington,  DC  20208-5524.  Telephone 
(202)  219-1496.  Deaf  and  hearing 
impaired  individuals  may  call  the 
Federal  Dual  Party  Relay  Service  at  1- 
800-877-8339  (in  the  Washington,  DC 
202  area  code,  telephone  708-9300) 
between  8  a jn.  and  7  p-m^  Eastern  time. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  NiFORMATION:  One  of 
the  six  National  Education  Goals  calls 
for  U.S.  students  to  be  first  in  the  world 
in  mathematics  and  science 
achievement  by  the  year  2000.  The 
President's  AMERICA  2000  strategy  for 
helping  the  Nation  achieve  the  goals 
calls  for  the  establishment  of  world- 
class  standards  for  what  students 
should  know  and  be  able  to  do  and  a 
system  of  improved  assessments  tied  to 
those  standaids.  The  National  Council 
on  Education  Standards  and  Testing 
(NCEST)  was  a  congressionally- 


chartered  group  charged  with 
investigating  the  desirability  and 
feasibility  of  national  standards  and 
improved  assessment.  The  report 
NCEST  issued  in  January,  1992,  called 
for  the  development  of  those  standards 
and  a  system  of  voluntary  assessments 
as  an  urgently  needed  first  step  in 
reforming  American  education. 

Standards  for  mathematics  education 
have  already  been  developed  by  the 
National  Council  of  Teachers  of 
Mathematics.  Substantial  progress  in 
developing  world-class  standards  in 
science  has  also  been  made  under  the 
leadership  of  such  organizations  as  the 
National  Science  Teachers  Association 
and  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science.  Standards 
provide  the  foundation  for  systemic 
reform.  As  the  bridge  from  the  standards 
to  the  classroom,  curriculum 
frameworks  provide  guidelines  for  the 
particular  content  of  the  curriculum  and 
how  knowledge  should  be  organized 
and  presented  in  order  to  help  students 
reach  the  standards.  Those  frameworks 
set  out  themes,  topics,  and  objectives  for 
learning  outcomes  at  different  levels  of 
schooling,  such  as  at  the  end  of  4th,  8th, 
and  12th  grades,  and  allow  for  local 
flexibility  while  setting  clear  directions 
for  schools  in  general. 

New  methods  assessing  student 
knowledge  need  to  be  developed  to 
accompany  the  standards.  A  variety  of 
organizations  are  doing  work  in  this 
area  and  are  drawing  upon 
recommendations  such  as  those 
contained  in  the  Mathematical  Sciences 
Education  Board’s  For  Good  Measure: 
Principles  and  Goals  for  Mathematics 
Assessment  and  the  report  of  the 
National  Council  on  Education 
Standards  and  Testing,  Raising 
Standards  for  American  Education. 

The  Secretary  believes,  however,  that 
standards,  curriculum  frameworks,  and 
assessments  alone  cannot  achieve 
systemic  reform.  It  is  the  teacher  who 
must  provide  the  kind  of  classroom 
instruction  that  will  enable  students  to 
achieve  world-class  standards.  Thus, 
teacher  education  (both  preservice  and 
inservice)  and  teacher  certification  also 
need  to  be  reformed  in  ways  that  reflect 
world-class  standards  so  that  teachers 
are  prepared  for  the  classrooms  of  the 
fuhire. 

The  Secretary  believes  that  regional 
mathematics  and  science  consortiums 
can  help  strengthen,  support,  and 
promote  systemic  reform  in  mathematics 
and  science  education  by  disseminating 
exemplary  instructional  materials, 
providing  professional  development 
services  for  teachers,  and  providing 
technical  assistance  to  help  States 
develop  and  implement  world-class 


standards  and  curriculum  frameworks 
and  assessment  instruments  based  on 
those  standards.  The  statute  authorizing 
the  regional  consortiums  defines 
"region”  as  a  region  of  the  United  States 
served  by  a  regional  education 
laboratory  that  is  supported  by  the 
Secretary  pursuant  to  section 
405(d)(4)(A)(i)  of  the  General  Education 
Provisions  Act. 

The  Secretary  will  provide  technical 
assistance,  information,  and  support 
services  so  that  the  regional  consortiums 
may  keep  in  contact  with  national 
standards-setting  groups  and  curricular 
and  assessment  projects  in  other  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  Secretary  will  announce  the  final 
priority  in  a  notice  in  the  Federal 
Register.  The  final  priority  will  be 
determined  by  responses  to  this  notice, 
available  funds,  and  other 
considerations  of  the  Department. 
Funding  of  particular  projects  depends 
on  the  availability  of  funds,  the  nature 
of  the  final  priority,  and  the  quality  of 
the  applications  received.  The 
publication  of  this  proposed  priority 
does  not  preclude  ^e  Secretary  from 
proposing  additional  priorities,  nor  does 
it  limit  the  Secretary  to  funding  only  this 
priority,  subject  to  meeting  applicable 
rulemaking  requirements. 

Note:  This  notice  of  proposed  priority  does 
not  solicit  applications.  A  notice  invlti^ 
applications  under  this  competition  will  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register 
concurrently  with  or  following  publication  of 
the  notice  of  final  priority. 

Priority 

Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(3)  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  give  an  absolute 
preference  to  applications  that  meet  the 
following  priority.  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  fund  under  this  competition 
only  applications  that  meet  the  absolute 
priority: 

Development  and  Operation  of  Regional 
Consortiums  to  Support  Systemic 
Reform 

Projects  that  propose  to  establish  and 
operate  regional  consortiums  that  will 
promote  systemic  reform  by  assisting  in 
the  development  and  use  of  curriculum 
frameworks,  instruments  for  assessment 
of  student  achievement,  and  new 
approaches  to  teacher  education  and 
certification  appropriate  to  world-class 
mathematics  and  science  standards. 

The  consortiums  must  carry  out  ail  of 
the  following  activities: 

(a)  Provide  technical  assistance  to 
help  States  adopt  world-class  standards, 
develop  curriculum  frameworks  that 
embody  these  standards,  and  develop 
new  forms  of  assessment  matched  to  the 
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curriculum  framewoiics.  The 
consortiums  must  also  provide  technical 
assistance  to  help  States  develop  and 
intiplement  new  approaches  to  teacher 
inservice  and  preservice  education  and 
teacher  certification  appropriate  to  the 
standards  and  frameworks. 

(b)  Identify  and  disseminate 
exemplary  mathematics  and  science 
education  instuctional  materials, 
teaching  methods,  and  assessment  tools 
for.  use  by  elementary  and  secondary 
school  students.  All  materials  and 
methods  disseminated  by  the 
consortiums  must  reflect  emerging 
world-class  standards  for  mathematics 
and  science  and  be  continually 
evaluated  for  their  positive  impact  on 
student  learning.  In  order  to  identify  the 
exemplary  materials,  teaching  methods, 
and  assessment  tools  and  appropriate 
teacher  education  and  certihcation 
programs,  the  consortiums  must  consult 
with  classroom  teachers  (both  public 
and  private)  and  university  scholars, 
together  with  State  science  and 
mathematics  supervisors,  Eisenhower 
State  coordinators,  National  Diffusion 
Network  State  Facilitators,  and 
representatives  from  the  regional 
education  laboratory,  the  National 
Science  Foundation's  State  Systemic 
Initiative  projects,  and  other 
organizations  and  activities  promoting 
science  and  mathematics  reform  in  the 
region.  Consortiums  must  also  consult 
with  directors  of  exemplary 
mathematics  and  science  projects  in  the 
region,  whether  funded  by  the 
Department  of  Education,  the  National 
Science  Foundation,  the  Department  of 
Energy,  other  federal  agencies,  or 
private  foundations. 

(c)  Train  and  provide  technical 

assistance  to  classroom  teachers, 
administrators,  and  other  educators  to 
adapt  and  use  the  instructional  ' 

materials,  teaching  methods,  curricula, 
and  assessment  tools  described  above. 
The  consortiums  must  conduct  intensive 
inservice  professional  development 
programs,  including  local  workshops 
during  summer  months,  for  science  and 
mathematics  teachers,  including 
elementary  teachers,  and  for  student 
teachers  engaged  in  pre-service  clinical 
programs,  llie  professional  development 
programs  must  prepare  teachers  to  teach 
to  world-class  standards  and  new 
curriculum  frameworks  developed  to 
implement  those  standards.  The  work  of 
designing  these  professional 
development  programs  must  involve 
teachers,  scholars,  administrators  in  the 
States  and  school  districts,  and  other 
knowledgeable  parties  within  the  region. 

The  consortiums  must  also  provide 
necessary  follow-up  support  for  teachers 


and  student  teachers  who  receive 
intensive  training  under  this  program  to 
ensure  continued  access  to  information 
and  materials — especially  those  made 
available  by  the  Eisenhower  National 
Clearinghouse — that  will  help  them 
integrate  world-class  standards  into 
their  local  cmricula. 

(d)  Provide  financial  assistance  to 
enable  teachers,  administrators,  and 
other  educators  to  help  design,  organize, 
attend,  and  participate  in  the  activities 
of  the  regional  consortium. 

(e)  Maintain  on-line  computer 
commimications  with  all  regional 
consortiums  and  the  Eisenhower 
National  Clearinghouse  for  Science  and 
Mathematics  Education. 

(f)  Document  and  report  to  the 
Secretary  on  the  consortium's 
development  and  implementation 
process  and  collect  data  that  allow  for 
evaluation  of  each  major  project 
objective,  especially  in  terms  of  the 
impact  of  participation  in  consortium 
activities  on  the  performance  of  teachers 
and  their  students.  Each  consortium 
must  participate  in  any  evaluation  the 
Secretary  may  conduct. 

(g)  Establish  a  broadly  based  regional 
governing  board  that  includes  classroom 
teachers  (public  and  private),  university 
scholars,  and  representatives  of  major 
regional  groups,  organizations,  or 
programs  active  in  mathematics  and 
science  systemic  reform  efforts,  such  as 
State  educational  agencies,  the  National 
Diffusion  Network,  mathematics  and 
science  professional  organizations,  the 
National  Science  Foundation's  State 
Systemic  Initiatives,  State  legislatures. 
Governor's  offices,  local  schools,  boards 
of  education,  parent  organizations,  and 
business,  labor  and  industry 
organizations. 

Paperwork  Reduction  Act  of  1980 

This  proposed  priority  contains  an 
information  collection  requirement.  As 
required  by  the  Paperwork  Reduction 
Act  of  1980,  the  Department  of 
Education  will  submit  a  copy  of  the 
proposed  priority  to  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  (OMB)  for  its 
review.  (44  U.S.C.  3504(h)] 

This  proposed  priority  would  affect 
the  following  types  of  entities  who  have 
received  a  grant  imder  this  program: 
private  nonprofit  organizations, 
institutions  of  higher  education;  an 
elementary  or  secondary  school;  a  State 
or  local  educational  agency;  a  regional 
educational  laboratory  in  consortium 
with  the  research  and  development 
center  established  under  section 
405(d)(4)(A)  of  the  General  Education 
Provisions  Act;  and  any  combination  of 
these  entities.  The  grantee  will  need  and 


use  this  information  to  evaluate  each 
major  project  objective  to  report  to  the 
Secretary  on  the  impact  of  participation 
in  consortium  activities  on  the 
performance  of  teachers  and  their 
students. 

Annual  public  reporting  and 
recordkeeping  burden  for  this  collection 
of  information  is  estimated  to  average  24 
hours  per  response  for  15  respondents, 
including  the  time  for  reviewing 
instructions,  gathering  and  maintaining 
the  data  needed,  and  completing  and 
reviewing  the  collection  of  information. 

Organizations  and  individuals 
desiring  to  submit  comments  on  the 
information  collection  requirements 
should  direct  them  to  the  Office  of 
Information  and  Regulatory  Affairs, 
OMB,  Room  3002,  New  Executive  Office 
Building,  Washington,  D.C  20503, 
Attention:  Daniel  J.  Chenok. 

Intergovernmental  Review 

This  program  is  subject  to  the 
requirements  of  Executive  Order  12372 
and  the  regulations  in  34  CFR  part  79. 
The  objective  of  the  Executive  order  is 
to  foster  an  intergovernmental 
partnership  and  a  strengthened 
federalism  by  relying  on  processes 
developed  by  State  and  local 
governments  for  coordination  and 
review  of  proposed  Federal  financial 
assistfuice. 

In  accordance  with  the  order,  this 
document  is  intended  to  provide  early 
notification  of  the  Department's  specific 
plans  and  actions  for  this  program. 

Invitation  To  Comment 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to 
submit  comments  and  recommendations 
regarding  the  proposed  priority. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  this  notice  will  be  available  for  public 
inspection,  during  and  after  the 
comment  period,  in  room  522,  555  New 
Jersey  Avenue,  NW.,  Washington,  DC, 
between  the  hours  of  8:30  a.m.  and  4 
p.m.  Monday  through  Friday  of  each 
week  except  Federal  holidays. 

Applicable  Program  Regulations:  34 
CFR  parts  74,  75,  77,  79,  80,  81,  82.  85, 
and  86. 

Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Number  84.168,  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 
Regional  Mathematics  and  Science  Education 
Consortiums  Program. 

Program  Authority.  20  U.S.C.  2994-2994f. 

Dated;  May  4, 1992. 

Lamar  Alexander, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

(FR  Doc.  92-10715  Filed  5-*-02;  8:45  am) 
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